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Hockinson District and High School Mission Statemen t 

The mission of Hockinson School District is to enhance teaching and learning through 
the use of best practices and research findings on learning, instructional strategies and 
resources in order to maximize student achievement.

 
TIPS to Help Your High School Student Succeed 
 
* Managing Stress: The Sprint to the Finish Line – Finals!  
It is normal for students to feel stress as courses come to an end; after all, the final grade is just 
that – final. So, when the final grade is coming for all of their courses, stress can be at its 
highest. Since students react to stress in many different ways, what you do to help can look 
different too. Some common ways to assist include:   
 
Identifying and prioritizing the big stuff. Help your student identify the most important “to-do” 
items, including explaining why these are the most monumental will help the little stressors melt 
away. Encourage your student to block out some regular time to tackle those prioritized items.  
If your student struggles with accountability, consider setting a regular check-in with you or 
creating something visible as a reminder.  
 
Listening. Sometimes students just need someone safe for venting their frustrations. You don’t 
necessarily need to take action; instead, ask your student questions. If the venting includes 
issues with a class or teacher, then encourage your student to communicate directly with the 
teacher during Focus. The end goal is to help your student to ask themselves these same kinds 
of questions when they are adults, and you are no longer there to help them.   
 

Message from the Principal 



Reframing his or her mindset. Help your student see mistakes as learning opportunities. Letting 
students understand that winners aren’t perfect, but are people who have gotten back up after a 
setback. Encourage your student to look over errors and analyze what they need to do 
differently and to learn from that experience.   
 
 “All successful people have the habit of doing the things failures don’t like to do.  
They don’t like doing them either necessarily. But their disliking is subordinated to the strength 
of their purpose.” – Albert E. Gray’s Common Denominator of Success. 
 
Drama Presents: 
 
On the Eve of graduation, three students at an internationally recognized butler academy  face 
their greatest assignment yet - to host seven famous and eccentric guests for an entire evening, 
each personally selected by the half crazed head instructor of the institution, Sir Ashley 
Winterbottom III.   
 
The evening reaches a fever pitch however, when one of the guests ends up getting murdered! 
As the evening tumbles towards its uproarious and suspenseful conclusion our three heroes try 
to find the killer before they can strike again! Written by Hockinson HS senior Matthew Phillips, 
and directed by Matthew Phillips and fellow senior Anna Uusitalo, this hilarious murder mystery 
comedy, filled with more than a few sly winks at current events, is sure to keep you thoroughly 
entertained!  
 
Where: Hockinson High School, 16819 NE 159th St., Brush Prairie WA, 98606 
When: January 21st – 22nd at 7:00 pm, January 23rd at 1:00 pm and 7:00 pm 
Cost: $6 for general admission, $4 for students with ASB. 
 
Free Tutoring: 
 
National Honor Society students are available in the library for tutoring from 2:45-3:45 on 
Wednesday afternoons. If you have a struggling learner, or your student just needs some extra 
help, have them stop by the library. 
 
 
College and Career Center – February / March 2016 
 
Check out the College and Career website under the Parent/Student tab at 
http://hhs.hocksd.org/parents_students/college_career often for updated information on college 
fairs, visits, and workshops as well as scholarships, apprenticeships, college and career planning, 
teen jobs and ACT and SAT testing and test prep. 
 
Skills Center 
Are you a sophomore or junior interested in attending the Skills Center? There will be an 
informational meeting presented by the Skills Center staff on Thursday, February 4th during 
Focus. Skills Center tours will be on February 10 – sign-ups will take place after the informational 
assembly. 
 
 



Running Start 
If you missed the Running Start Info Night on January 27, there’s another on Feb. 10, 2016. The 
meeting is from 7-8 p.m. in the Clark College Gym. This is an optional meeting to learn about 
eligibility, pros and cons, testing procedures, deadlines, and requirements for fall 2016. Current 
Running Start students will also discuss their experiences. 
 
Financial Aid 
Class of 2016: Families applying to financial aid through the FAFSA should do so ASAP, if not 
already. The official website is https://fafsa.ed.gov/. Don’t be fooled by scams and websites with 
similar names. Only use the official FAFSA site, and remember that you never have to pay in 
order to fill out the FAFSA. 
Class of 2017: There are two big changes in the FAFSA for you. 1) FAFSA will open on October 
1, 2016. 2) Your FAFSA will use the 2015 tax year. The benefits of these changes include 
a) Alignment—the financial aid application process may be more aligned with the college 
admission process, 
b) Certainty—applicants will not need to estimate income or taxes paid, and 
c) Less pressure—more time for students and parents to explore and understand financial aid 
options and apply for aid before state deadlines. 
 
Scholarships 
Did you know that you don't have to wait until you are a senior to look for scholarships?  There 
are many scholarships available for students in grades 9-12. Check out the scholarship link on 
the College/Career webpage. 
 
Testing and Test Prep 
 
Winter is a great time for college entrance exam prep. Free resources are available on our web 
page.  Many juniors take the SAT/ACT in the spring, and again their senior year, if needed.  
Upcoming dates: 
SAT Test Dates:  Register By:  
March 5   Feb 5 
May 7    April 8 
June 4    May 5 
 Register at www.sat.collegeboard.org 
The redesigned SAT begins March 5.Learn more about it at 
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat?navId=gh-nsat 
 
ACT Test Dates:  Register By: 
April 9     March 4 
June 11   May 6 
Register at www.actstudent.org 
All students, regardless of grade level and career path, can make an appointment in the College 
and Career Center to start planning their future!  Students and parents can stop by, email at 
Jennifer.miller@hocksd.org or call 448-6450 ext. 5545.  
 
Career Day is February 25, 2016 from 9:00 – 11:30! This is an opportunity for all students to 
hear from four different people currently working in career areas that interest the student. 
 
 
 



2016-17 School Year – Information Nights 
 

 
 
Wednesday, January 27 OR Wednesday, February 10th, 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
Clark College Gym (O’Connell Sports Complex) 
(These meetings are optional and identical – do not attend both.) 
This is an opportunity for current high school sophomores and juniors (and their parents) to learn 
more about Running Start, a program that allows eligible juniors and seniors to attend college 
classes and earn dual credit (both high school and college credit). 
At this meeting: 
• Current Running Start students will discuss their experiences in the program, including 
advantages and disadvantages. 
• Eligibility criteria will be discussed. Testing procedures, deadlines, and requirements for Fall 
Quarter 2016 entry will be explained. 
After this meeting: Go to Running Start website www.clark.edu/runningstart  
Click on the “Application and Testing Instructions” link, print, and follow instructions to apply online 
and test. 
 
Visit www.clark.edu/runningstart for more information. 
 
If you need accommodation due to a disability in order to fully participate in this event, you should 
contact Clark College’s Disability Support Services Office at (360) 992-2314 or (360) 991-0901 
(videophone), or email www.clark.edu/DSS two weeks in advance or as soon as possible. 
QUESTIONS? Contact the Running Start Office at (360) 992-2366   
 
 
STEP Program Takes Off!  
 
The STEP (Successful Transition for Exceptional People) Program has hit the ground running 
this year. We are so excited to have our new portable located on the Hockinson High School 
Campus. Our young adult students have helped set up a home-living space on one side of the 
portable and a classroom space on the other.  
 
The students have worked on necessary math, reading, and writing skills, as well as cooking, 
maintaining a home, and yard maintenance. Another important component of the STEP 
Program is our community work experience where students gain job skills and real-life work 
experience. So far this school year, our students have worked at the Battle Ground Walgreen's, 
Uncle Ds Wood Fired Pizza, and Meals on Wheels in Battle Ground and Vancouver. A big 
"Thank You!" to these businesses and agencies. We are looking forward to more community 
work experiences in a variety of locations and to building great relationships within our 
community. 



Traveling Band Traveling Band Traveling Band Traveling Band ----     
 

 

Five HHS musicians have been selected to participate in the Washington Music Educators 
Association All-State Bands.  These students will travel to Yakima the weekend of February 
12th to rehearse with the top music students in the state. Dennis Baciuc and Kinzie Johns were 
selected for the All-State Concert Band, and Tim Letunovskiy, Deena Oubari, and Dana 
Robertson were selected for the Wind Symphony.   

The Hockinson Middle and High School music programs, in conjunction with the Hockinson 
Music Boosters and Music World, are proud to be hosting the 3rd annual North County Honor 
Band on February 19th and 20th.  Select middle and high school students from Hockinson, 
Battle Ground, Ridgefield, La Center, Woodland, Camas, and Washougal school districts will be 
rehearsing for the weekend and presenting a free concert in the HHS Auditorium at 7pm 
Saturday, Feb. 20th.  These students were selected based on recommendations from their 
directors, as well as short essays about their musical accomplishments and future goals.  The 
high school band will be under the direction of Dr. Christopher Bianco, director of bands at 
Western Washington University. 

Four HHS musicians 
recently traveled to 
Tacoma, Washington to 
participate in the 27th 
annual Pacific Lutheran 
University Northwest 
High School Honor 
Band.  Dennis Baciuc, 
Will Gaines, Grace 
Gunderson, and Deena 
Oubari traveled to PLU 
the weekend of January 
8th to rehearse with 
students from over 80 
other high schools in 
the Pacific Northwest.  
Their weekend trip 
concluded with a 
fantastic concert in the 
beautiful Lagerquist 
Concert Hall in the Mary 
Baker Russell Music 
Center at PLU. 



Freshman: 

Olivia Gaines 

Briell King 

Bret Morris 

 

Sophomores: 

Dalton Barham 

Jack Broer 

Shannon Dally 

Kinzie Johns 

Liz Lindsley 

Riley Lyons 

Rebekah Soft 

Cole Vandermaas 

Juniors: 

Drew Henderson 

Alexander Lee 

Dana Robertson 

Jesse Smith 

 

Seniors: 

Dennis Baciuc 

Ricky Baertlein 

Brian Chan 

Will Gaines 

Elliot Olson 

Deena Oubari 

Hayley Taylor

Mark your calendar for the HHS Band Benefit Concert on Saturday, April 23rd. It will be a 
memorial evening with delicious food, marvelous music, and incredible opportunities to spend 
money on several gift baskets and silent auction items--all to benefit the band!  Tickets go on 
sale in March.  If you would like to volunteer or donate, please contact Julie at 
haylauren@aol.com.   

 
What’s Happening with Your AAA Boosters? 
 
It’s hard to believe that the school year is almost halfway over! Two of the three major Booster 
Club activities are behind us and we are getting ready to start planning our third and final event 
of the year – Hockinson Fun Days (June 3rd and 4th). If you would like to get involved with this 
awesome community event, please mark your calendar for our next Fun Days planning meeting 
on Wednesday, February 24th from 7:30 – 8:30 pm in the high school library.  
 
Other than coordinating Fun Days, the Booster Club’s primary focus will be working to identify 
potential candidates to step into the role of officer on the booster board. The Booster Club has 
provided invaluable support to a variety of groups at the high school throughout the years and 
the continued support of the boosters has had a huge impact on the quality of our school and 
student’s activities.   
 
We have raised over 100k over the last several years, most of which went directly to the teams, 
clubs and academic groups that participated in the fundraising events. However, due to lack of 
parent participation, the continuation of the AAA Booster Club in its current form is in danger.  
 



We are in dire need of parents to step up and take supporting roles on the booster board as we 
finish this year and prepare to transition to a new board next year.  
 
The board meets for two hours once a month to discuss booster business and coordinate either 
the annual dinner auction, the holiday bazaar or Hockinson Fun Days. Much of the actual work 
for these events is done by the groups participating in the fundraisers but the boosters are 
involved in the planning and coordinating of each stage of each event.  
People in Hockinson cherish the sense of community that we are privileged to enjoy.  
This sense of community is fostered in part by the activities put on by the boosters. If you enjoy 
these activities and appreciate the community we live in, we ask that you carefully consider 
whether a position on the booster board is something that would work for you and your family. If 
so, please contact any of our current board members: Julie Atchley: julieatchley@mac.com, 
Sandy Bishop: sandybishop3@hotmail.com or Reenie Henderson: hendies199@msn.com.  
 
Yours in community,  
 
AAA Booster Reps 
 
AAA Booster News – website: www.hockinsonboosters.com 
 
VOTER REGISTRATION -  LEVY INFORMATION 
 
Hockinson School District is asking residents to vote by Feb. 9 on an important measure that 
will enable our schools to continue funding essential school programs and services for our 
students.  
 
This School Programs, Maintenance and Operations Levy will replace the capital and 
operations levies that are expiring in 2016.  
 
Local levy money enables Hockinson to bridge the gap between what the state pays and what it 
actually costs to educate our students. This includes staff, and key maintenance and upgrade 
projects. For more information, please see: 

• Levy Q&A—answers to the top 6 questions about this measure  
• Facts & Figures—more information about the Levy for School Programs, Maintenance 

and Operations  
• Your Levy Guide (Coming Soon) 

 
ASB Activities-  
 
ASB News - Hawk apparel is for sale in the Activities office. Our inventory is updated and we 
have a new supply of sweatshirts and t-shirts to wear in support of Hockinson activities.  We 
have "Bring The Blue" and "Blue Crew" shirts along with a great variety of other items.  
 
Sport Schedules  are online! For the most current dates and times, please click on the following 
link: http://hhs.hocksd.org/activities/athlete 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Food Service – Getting Back into our Routines 
 
Welcome back to school, Hockinson families! The first week of January gave us some 
unexpected delays, but here's hoping this week we start to settle back in to our normal routines. 
We're excited that this week is Eat. Learn. Live. week at Chartwells, so we'll be bringing some 
fun "to the table" with activities at the elementary school, tastings at the middle and high schools 
and some new menu items to go along with old favorites.  
Our popular Balanced Bowls are back every Thursday at the high school, and we're offering 
homemade oatmeal for breakfast and featuring sunny citrus fruits throughout the district this 
month. Please get in touch with Food Service at 360-448-6481, if you're interested in 
participating in our next Family Interest Group meeting to be held on January 21. We'll discuss 
how to best take care of the nutritional needs and preferences of the children in Hockinson, and 
see if we can come up with some ideas for new and creative ways to engage our kids in healthy 
eating.  
 
As always, there is a link to this month's menus on the District website under the Parents tab, 
and you can also access menu information on your phone with on our free Nutrislice app.  
 
Dining Services recently completed our iBreakfast promotion which was designed to encourage 
students to try breakfast at school. Part of the program included raffling off an iPad Mini that 
was provided by the Washington State Dairy Council. The lucky winner at the high school was 
Rhanole Johnson. He received his iPad just before holiday break. Stay tuned for enhancements 
to our breakfast program designed to make sure we help as many students as possible start the 
day ready to learn.   
 
Chartwells Eat. Learn. Live. week featured some of our newer menu items. Celebrity Chef Jet 
Tila's recipes for Sweet and Sour Chicken and Cool Marinated Cucumbers went over great. 
And, we continue to offer one dish "Balanced Bowls" each Thursday.  Balanced bowls feature 
lean and plant-based proteins, lots of fresh vegetables, whole grains and pops of flavor.   
 
Nutrition in the classroom: It was fun to make homemade granola with Mrs. Ruby's class. 
Colleen O'Brien, Director of Dining Services, worked with students to follow a recipe, measure 
out ingredients, and follow safe kitchen practices. The recipe was tasty and provided a great 
topping the next day when the class made yogurt parfaits 
We are looking forward to receiving a new salad/potato bar at the high school in the next few 
weeks. It was awarded to the district from the Washington State Potato Commission. Any tool 
that helps us to promote fresh fruits and vegetables for students is certainly appreciated. 
Thanks to the Potato Commission and their partner organization Let's Move Salad Bars to 
School
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We are a community of youth and adult learners who aspire to push  

on the possibilities of our individual and collective capabilities. 

We measure our success by our enduring relationships, 

our academic achievements, the integrity of our communication, 

 and the quality of our contributions to our community and our world. 

 

 

 

Hockinson High School 

Phone:     360-448-6450 

Fax:         360-448-6459 

Cascade Transportation 

360-687-7137 


